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Yat and Sen are found in poetry. Yat means "unconventional" or
"free" and Sen means a "spirit". The name, therefore, implied that
Sun was free from the conventional Chinese medical ideas.
Although Sun Yat-sen had been parted from his Canton friends,
Lu and Cheng, and, undoubtedly, applied his mind very seriously
to his medical studies, he by no means forgot politics. There were
other students in Hongkong who shared his dissatisfaction with the lot
of the Chinese people and who considered the Manchu government
was much to blame. In the British colony they were free to speak
openly of the misery of their misruled countrymen and of the urgent
need for political and social reforms. One of Sun's old lolani school
friends, visiting Hongkong, reported that Sun Yat-sen was reading
political books and believed the system under which the Manchus
exercised such arbitrary power was unsatisfactory if China was to
take her rightful place in the world. Sun, himself, wrote much later
of three student friends and their political discussions:
"We studied chiefly the history of revolutions. When it happened that we
came together and did not talk of revolution, we did not feel happy. Thus
a few years went by, and we received from our friends the nickname of *the
four great and inseparable scoundrels'. For me this was a period of revolu-
tionary dispute and preparation."33
Sun Yat-sen was certainly a leader in these political talks but,
during his long training at the College of Medicine in Hongkong,
he came under a non-political influence that was of far greater
importance. That Sun studied "ardently" was a close bond be-
tween him and Dr. Cantlie, for ardour was a characteristic of the
teacher. Cantlie's activities were so varied that "Cantlie's schemes"
became a byword. He founded a lending library which grew into
the Hongkong Public library, started a debating society, trained an
ambulance corps, and even persuaded his students to play cricket.
He declared that under his tuition Sun Yat-sen showed promise of
becoming a good all-round cricketer! When Cantlie left Hongkong,
after nine years* residence, an account of his work in The Overland
Daily Mail referred to his independence of character, outspoken-
ness, constant cheerfulness, kindness of heart and readiness to help
anyone in need* Such was the man who, for five years, taught Sun
Yat-sen and became his friend; such were the qualities of the teacher
to whom Sun Yat-sen gave unqualified respect.